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13 December 2001
TACKLING CHILD POVERTY: giving every child the best possible start in life

“Children are not only our single biggest investment in the future — but
to tackle child poverty are the best anti—vandalism, anti—crime, anti—
delinquency policies we can pursue.

“And if every child is to have the best start in life, we will need to do more to
child poverty.

“Money matters, but the battle cannot be won by money alone.

“Today we are setting out measures to raise family incomes through our new tax
credits with a commitment to improving public services and supporting
parenting. We are demonstrating our determination to engage not just
Government, but local communities, the voluntary sector and faith groups
who must play their part as well.

“And at the heart of our approach is integrating payments for child support into
a new and seamless system, where for the first time, all child support is paid
to the mother, the best way, according to all the evidence, to tackle child
poverty.

— Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown
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