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Definition of Peace Process

To realise peace, the international community utilizes several tools, and peace process is
one of them. A generic definition of peace processes includes a wide range of activities from
a ceasefire achieved by negotiations, signing of peace agreements, disarmament,
demobilization and rehabilitation of former combatants ( DDR ) to nation-building to name
a few. In reality, a peace process can be defined in many ways, so be the definition of the
word "peace." The most articulate definition of the peace process which reflects the reality
on the ground is "a mixture of politics, diplomacy, changing relationships, negotiation,
mediation, and dialogue in both official and unofficial arenas."’ Peace processes can be
categorized into two stages. The first stage is the cessation of conflict, and the second stage
is peacebuilding. The first stage can be further grouped into negotiations and cessation of
hostilities, while the second is composed of transition and consolidation phases.?[Referred

to Chart 1 below]



Chart 1: The Peace Process in Countries with Negotiated Peace Settlement®
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United Nations Peacekeeping Operations and its Place in Peace Processes

The UN Peacekeeping Operations are also a crucial part of peace processes, which the
international community implements through the United Nations capacity. For instance, the
UN Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS), one of the most attention-grabbing
peacekeeping missions today, has suspended its activities due to an increase in fighting and
an outbreak of a civil war (at the time of this writing). However, its original mandate, which
is to monitor the ceasefire in Syria, is the activity matches the second phase of the first

stage: Cessation of Hostilities.*

Inaugurating a Peace Process

There are two ways for peace processes to begin. The first way is the facilitation of a peace
process by external actors, and for conflict affected countries accepting and working with
the external mediations as in the Syrian case (receptive). The second way, particularly
exemplified by the Nepali Peace Process, is a more proactive approach that peace processes

are initiated by local stakeholders without external assistance. The Nepali peace process



officially began on November 22, 2006, by signing of the Comprehensive Peace Accord
(CPA) by Six Party Alliance (major political party alliances in the government) and the then
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (CPN-M). However, the Nepali case is a rare one as most
conflicts end by international interventions and mediations. This is why Nepali people are

proud of their peace process as the "home-grown" process.

Challenges of Peace Process

Does a different beginning of a peace process lead to a different outcome: success or
failure? Researches on correlations between the beginning and the outcome of peace
processes have not been done much and need further study. However, Nepal's peace
process shows that it is not how a peace process begins but the process itself, which
determines the future of the peace process. The last five years of the grave effort to push
the peace process forward has been stalled due to political deadlock, and the Nepali peace
process is on the blink of failure. As we can see from Nepali experience, it is the political
will which is crucial to implement the process. The difficulty of peace processes can be
illustrated by a broken train. It is like fixing a broken train (weak state) while running the
track (peace process). The conductor (government or legitimate governing body) of the
train needs assistance, hence letting the international community, the UN organisations,
donors and experts get on the train to help them fix it. However, it is ultimately the

conductor's will to determine the future course and the destination of the train.

The next article "Peace Process 2: Peace Negotiation" (coming on August 31, 2012 in

Japanese, English article to follow), will discuss who negotiates what in peace processes.
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