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Start as Cease Fire Observation 

 

The first peacekeeping operation in the history of UN was the Truce Supervision 

Organization ( UNTSO ) which observes the ceasefire agreement after the 1948 Arab-Israeli 

War. Its activities are ongoing even as of today12. In the early times of the UN peacekeeping 

history, so called a "First Generation", it progressed activities for observing ceasefire with 

the consent of the parties and impartiality. 

 

Peacebuilding by Civilian Components 

 

After the Cold War, a new concept known as "peacebuilding",3 proposed by the former 

Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, disseminated the needs for the prevention of the 

recurrence of conflicts and consolidation of peace. It is considered that disarmament, return 

of refugees/ IDP s, demining, electoral assistance and protection of human rights are 

included in peacebuilding. In response to these changes of circumstances, UN deployed 

civilian components within peacekeeping and combined the first-generation "traditional 

peacekeeping" and "peacebuilding". This new form of peacekeeping is called a "Second 

Generation." 

 

Unsuccessful Peace Enforcement 

 

In early 1990s, UN actively sought peace in conflict areas where ceasefire had not been 

agreed. It is known as "peace enforcement" classified as a "Third Generation"4. However, 
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peace enforcement was not successful. In Somalia, for example, despite the fact that UN 

Operation in Somalia II ( UNOSOM II ), which succeeded UNOSOM I with an enlarged 

mandate, was established to intervene the civil war in Somalia in 1993, they failed to 

reconcile parties. In addition, hostilities toward UNOSOM II were increased among Somali 

people. As a result, UNOSOM II was forced to withdraw from Somalia.5 

 

Integration for "One UN " 

 

In late 1990s, peacekeeping missions played a role as a transitional administration in post-

conflict states, such as UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo ( UNMIK ) and UN 

Transitional Administration in East Timor ( UNTAET ) in 19996. This "occupation" by UN was 

a significant change in UN peacekeeping history. 

 

Years later, in accordance with an increased gravity of humanitarian aid and rehabilitation 

after conflict, UN peacekeeping sought cooperation with UN agencies that have expertise in 

the area mentioned above, and introduced a new framework called "integrated mission." 

In this framework, peacekeeping mission and UN Country Team is expected to be operated 

as "One UN " for effective operations from ceasefire observation, peacebuilding, to 

humanitarian aid7. This integrated peacekeeping is classified as a "Fourth Generation".
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