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Development of the idea of human security 

 

Human security has developed in largely two directions since the idea was first put forward 

in the 1994 Human Development Report by the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP).1 One direction emphasizes the notion of 'freedom from fear', as promoted by the 

Canadian government, while the other direction takes a more comprehensive approach, 

embracing concepts such as 'freedom from want', which the Japanese government supports. 

 

Human Security and Responsibility to Protect 

 

To elaborate the idea of human security, the Canadian government sponsored the 

establishment of the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty 

(ICISS) in 2000, which in its final report of 2001 critically examined the issue of 

'humanitarian intervention' and introduced the new concept of 'responsibility to protect'. 

(This will be further examined in the next column, 'Responsibility to protect and UN PKO') 

 

Nonetheless, it was argued that the concept of responsibility to protect could help legitimize 

foreign intervention in domestic affairs or arbitrary administration by undermining the 

principle of state sovereignty. The necessity of considering anew the idea of human security 

was recognized. In this light, the Japanese government initiated the establishment of the 

Commission on Human Security (CHS), which published its final report 'Human Security 

Now' in 2003.2 The report defined human security as 'to protect the vital core of all human 

lives in ways that enhance human freedoms and human fulfillment', and suggested 
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emphasis on both protection and empowerment.3 

 

Elements of both ICISS and CHS were included in the outcome document of the 2005 World 

Summit,4 but these were addressed in different parts of the document and were considered 

in a manner so as not to mix them up. This indicates that while the concept of responsibility 

to protect is closely linked to state sovereignty and the use of force, human security does 

not promote the application of enforcement measures that infringe on sovereignty, but 

rather focuses on the capability of states and the international community to prevent 

downside risks to individuals. 

 

Human security and Peacekeeping Operations 

 

With the rise of threats that can no longer be managed by one country, the significance of 

human security has been its broadening of the security perspective to include the 

elimination of dangers and fears unique to individuals and the expansion of freedom and 

opportunity, which is contrary to the concept of national security which focuses on foreign 

threats to state borders and on military capabilities. The idea of human security can, thus, 

be seen as aiming to achieve practical goals, rather than a political concept.5 An example 

in this context is the application of 'peace-building' as a means to realize human security. 

In the areas where United Nations Peacekeeping Operations (UNPKOs) are dispatched, 

people's lives and livelihoods are at risk for many different reasons. By assisting countries 

that have collapsed as a result of armed conflict to reconstruct stable and secure states 

through the implementation of the different steps from peace-building to development, 

UNPKO s are now required to help eliminate the insecurity of individuals and communities, 

to strengthen the capability to overcome dangers and fears, and to restore law and order 

from the perspective of human security.
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