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The Symposium on Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize was held on Friday, August 26, 2016 in 
Nairobi, Kenya ahead of Sixth Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD 
VI) which was held on August 27 and 28, 2016. The aim of the symposium was to identify 
requirements for efficient medical research and services, to reach a common understanding on 
priority area of human resource development in Africa, and to explore effective actions for the 
future. 

The Symposium was hosted by the government of Japan in collaboration with the World Health Organization 
Regional Office for Africa. The event attracted wide variety of delegates including Minister of Health, Labour 
and Welfare from Japan, Minister of Health from Ghana and Cabinet Secretary for Health, Kenya (the 
substitute attended instead), laureates of the award; Professor Miriam Were, Professor Brian Greenwood and 
Professor Alex Coutinho, representatives of academia, international organizations and bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation agencies as well as budding African research scientists.  
Before symposium started, morning parallel sessions for the budding African researchers were held and 

moderated by Professor Alex Coutinho and Professor Brian Greenwood. Feedback from these sessions 
contributed to enriching the discussions. 
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Symposium on Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize  
 

 
Opening Session  

■Welcome remarks 
Dr. Kiyoshi Kurokawa  
Chair, Hideyo Noguchi Africa 
Prize Committee 
Expressed his gratitude 
to all parties and 
personnel who were 
committed to the 
symposium, such as the 
government of Kenya, 
WHO Regional Office 
for Africa and research 
institutions. 

■Opening statements 
Hon. Dr. Cleopa Mailu 
Cabinet Secretary for Health, Kenya 
(In his place, Dr. Nicholas Muragur, 
Health Principal Secretary delivered 
speech)  
Addressed congratulation 
and expectation to the 
symposium being held as 
the side event of TICAD VI 
which is being held in 
Africa for the first time. 

 

■Opening statements 
Hon.Mr.Yasuhisa Shiozaki 
Minister of Health, Labour and 
Welfare, Japan 
Expressed his hope that 
the session  would be 
extremely  relevant to 
shape the unclouded 
visions for the healthier 
future in the Continent. 

■Opening statements 
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti  
Regional Director, WHO Regional 
Office for Africa (In her place, Dr. 
Delanyo Dovlo, Director, Health 
Systems and Services Cluster 
delivered speech) 
Shared the anticipation 
for the proactive 
discussions on Africa’s 
future. 

 

 

Keynote Address: Prof. Miriam Were (Laureate for the first Hideyo Noguchi 
Africa Prize, Medical Services Category) 
Professor Miriam Were addressed issues on accelerating achievement of 

Universal Health Coverage, as part of Sustainable Development Goals, in 
Africa through medical research. Professor quoted the WHO Health Systems 
Framework as imperative approach to improve medical services, also 
mentioned every researchers in the health sector has to ask questions with 
respect to the six building blocks in order to contribute to attainment of 
Universal Health Coverage in Africa, such as, what research has been carried, 
to what extent have research findings been put to use, what further research is 
needed to accelerate and so on. Furthermore, Professor referred the issue of 
disease-causing agents in Africa and financial limitation to research. Finally, 
Professor underlined research is the living issue and not something extra for 
our normal life, therefore international collaboration to promote research is the 
key to global wellbeing. 

 

       
Morning parallel sessions for the budding African  
researchers 

Symposium at Ivory, Hilton Nairobi 



 

Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize Newsletter No.13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Panel Discussion 1:  Improve Coverage and Quality of Health Care Services 
for Africa’s Future - Leave no one behind 

 
 

 

 

Panel Discussion 2:  Empower African medical research for Africa’s future 
 
 

 

 

First session moderated by another 
laureate, Professor Alex Godwin 
Coutinho, aims to (1) identify gaps 
and priorities to be focused for 
attaining UHC, (2) explore effective 
approach to cover those areas and 
targets, (3) discuss possible 
collaboration among stake holders,  
 and (4) call action to provide quality health care services. Four panelists 

from the Government, International Organization, Private Sector and 
Academia discussed the issue of medical service. During the Q&A 
session, participants from the floor and panelists discussed how 
experience and lessons from Ebola crisis in Sierra Leone, fighting against 
Yellow Fever and Kenya’s challenge for Universal Health Coverage can 
be applicable or utilized effectively for other cases in Africa. Participants 
and panelists shared the idea that not only for emergency response to 
pandemic but also for general health service delivery including 
vaccination, the logistics and supply chain is crucial for medical service in 
addition to medical technologies and the government involvement.  
 
 

Second session also moderated by one of 
laureates, Professor Brian Greenwood, 
aims to (1) identify the gaps to overcome 
for medical research in Africa, (2) seek a 
way to encourage and empower potential 
capabilities of African researchers, (3) call 
action for human resource development 
including young generation, and (4) 
enhance networking as well as regional 

and global partnership. Four panelists discussed on challenges 
and future of African medial research. The key messages were 
there is no doubt that funding is obviously one of the important 
issues, while many panelists mentioned that having education 
systems, career opportunities and appropriate facilities and 
equipment within Africa is critical for future of Africa.  
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Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize Unit, Cabinet Office  
1-6-1 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8914, Japan.  Tel: +81-3-5253-2111    
Office will be relocated from April 2017 as follows: 
New Address:1-11-39 Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0014, Japan  Tel:+81-3-5501-1774  
Official Site：http://www.cao.go.jp/noguchisho/english/index.html  
 

Invitation for Donations for the Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize Fund 
As part of the prize money to be awarded for this prize, we are inviting donations widely from those 

who support the idea of this prize. Your goodwill donations will be used to support the activities of 
people who are playing active roles in improving medical research and medical services in Africa. 
About inquiries for donations, please contact with to Citizen Participation Promotion Division, 

Training Affairs and Citizen Participation Department, Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA). 
E-MAIL:  jicata-kifu1@jica.go.jp 
 
■ Donations to Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize (as of December 2016） 
521,532,972YEN [Individual: 1,983，Corporation or Foundation: 332 （TOTAL2,315）] 
Donation in 2016  233,000YEN [Individual: 13，Corporation or Foundation: 2 （TOTAL15）] 
 

 

Closing Session  

  

Hon. Mr. Ichiro Aisawa 
Chairman,Japan-AU 
Parliamentary Friendship 
Association , Japan 
 
Provided the message on 
the expectation for 
future improvement on 
healthcare in Africa. 

Hon.Mr.Alexander Segbefia 
Minister of Health, Ghana 

We would like to use this opportunity to inform you that the Video on Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize is 
already uploaded to our website. The video includes the depiction of the life of Dr. Noguchi as well as the 
messages from the four laureates. By promoting this prize, we would like to encourage the international 
community to combat infectious and other diseases in Africa, thus contributing to the health and welfare 
of the African people and of all humankind. 
 URL：  http://nettv.gov-online.go.jp/eng/prg/prg5103.html 

 (Japanese Government Internet TV) 
http://www.cao.go.jp/noguchisho/english/keii/gaiyo.html 
（The Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize Unit, Cabinet Office） 

Commented friendship 
between Ghana and 
Japan which was 
contributed by Dr. 
Hideyo Noguchi and also 
summarized comments 
shared during panel 
discussions. 

 


