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1110 Morges, Switzerland

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IUCN

New Delhi, India, 1 December 1969.

1. Definition of National Parks

Considering the importance given by the United Nations to
the National Park concept, as a sensible use of natural re-
sources,

and considering the increasing use which has been made
during these last few years in some countries of the term
"National Park" to designate areas with increasingly different
status and objectives,

the 10th General Assembly of IUCN meeting in New
Delhi in November 1969

recommends that all governments agree to reserve the term
"National Park" to areas answering the following characteristics
and to ensure that their local authorities and private organi-
zations wishing to set aside nature reserves do the same:

a National Park is a relatively large area 1) where one or
several ecosystems are not materially altered by human
exploitation and occupation, where plant and animal species,
geomorphological sites and habitats are of special scientific,
educative and recreative interest or which contains a natural
landscape of great beauty and 2) where the highest competent
authority of the country has taken steps to prevent or to
eliminate as soon as possible exploitation or occupation in the
whole area and to enforce effectively the respect of ecological,
geomorphological or aesthetic features which have led: to its
establishment and 3) where visitors are allowed to enter,
under special conditions, for inspirational, educative, cultural
and recreative purposes.

Governments are accordingly requested not to designate as
"National Park":

1. a scientific reserve which can be entered only by special
permission (strict nature reserve);

2. a natural reserve managed by a private institution or a lower
authority without some type of recognition and control by
the highest competent authority of the country;

3. a "special reserve" as defined in the African Convention of
1968 (fauna or flora reserve, game reserve, bird sanctuary,
geological or forest reserve, etc.);

4. an inhabited and exploited area where landscape planning
and measures taken for the development of tourism have
led to the setting up of "recreation areas" where industriali-
zation and urbanization are controlled and where public
outdoor recreation takes priority over the conservation of
ecosystems (parc naturel régional, nature park, Naturpark,
etc.). Areas of this description which may have been
established as "National Parks" should be redesignated in
due course,

2. List of National Parks and Equivalent Reserves

Considering the importance of the work achieved by the
International Commission on National Parks at the request of
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations which,
in 1959 (Resolution 810, XXXI) asked for the establishment

of a United Nations List of National Parks and Equivalent
Reserves,

the 10th General Assembly of IUCN meeting in New
Delhi in November 1969

requests the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations to approve the text of the revised and evaluated
edition of the List as prepared and published by the International
Commission on National Parks in 1967 in French and in 1969 in
English and to certify it as an official document sanctioned by
the United Nations.

3. Zoological and botanic gardens

Considering the importance to conservation of Zoological
and Botanic Gardens or Parks and their educational and
scientific values,

the 10th General Assembly of IUCN meeting at New
Delhi in November 1969

recommends that many more such gardens should be
established. where possible simulating the natural surroundings
of the animals and displaying them in spacious conditions, and
combining both zoological and botanical collections in
biological gardens,

but further recommends that such gardens be maintained
or initiated only when their scientific or financial support
assure adequate standards of animal husbandry and public
education.

4. Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary

Whereas the Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary has great scientific
and recreational potential and is currently being subjected to
pressures of all kinds (tourism, grazing, forestry, uncontrolled
burning, poaching),

the 10th General Assembly of IUCN meeting at New
Delhi in November 1969

urges the responsible authorities to integrate the various
interests involved and place them under the control of one
senior administrator and to manage the Sanctuary on a
planned, scientific basis so that it is most effectively developed
in the interests of Kerala and of the Indian nation as a whole.

5. Reserves in expanding urban areas

Recognizing the importance for research and teaching
purposes of nature reserves especially when situated within
reach of universities and colleges,

but recognizing the frequent difficulty of maintaining such
reserves in the face of engulfing urban growth.

the 10th General Assembly of IUCN meeting at New
Delhi in November 1969

urges the assistance in this matter of local governmental
3and other authorities, and



